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AcCcenf
on Safety

CHIEFS OF SAFETY SPEAK OUT...

This issue of The Combat Edge magazine is a special edition. It
offers Chiefs of Safety an opportunity to present their concerns and
insights into preserving lives and equipment, which ultimately
preserves combat capability for America. Within these pages,
COMACC, myself, and Numbered Air Force (NAF) Chiefs of Safety
have put their ideas to pen. General Jumper does more than support
safety; he is the consummate safety advocate. He ensures his com-
manders at all levels carry the safety torch to the far reaches of the
command.

COMACC addresses several important issues in his article. He
puts a target on safety, and since safety goes hand in hand with the
mission, we must keep safety in our sights. Following basic rules and
managing individual risk will eliminate many of our fatal mishaps.
He challenges us to hit the bulls-eye of safety in FY 2001.

It’s interesting to note that virtually all the Chiefs of Safety talk
about some form of risk management. I think we’re all tired of
seeing our fellow ACC members involved in fatal mishaps that could
have easily been avoided. I can hear an outcry in these articles for
people to think about risks prior to their actions. Most mishaps can
be avoided by simply asking a few questions, such as, “Could I get
injured doing this? Could my actions cause serious injury? How can
I avoid a mishap?” That’s risk management in its simplest form,
except for one last step — take action to live!

As you read the articles in this issue, keep in mind that the words
are from the heart. Chiefs of Safety agonize over the injuries and
fatalities that occur during their watch. I know I take it personally
when a young airman dies in a preventable mishap. I always ask
myself, “How could I have prevented this mishap? Was there a way I
could have reached this person with a safety warning?” Normally,
someone in the chain has indeed carried a mishap prevention mes-
sage to the individual, and risk management has been discussed and
emphasized. For example, we all know to wear seat belts, yet some-
times people choose not to buckle up. That action is a willful choice
not to use good risk management. Making sure that we are all
proactive, aware and using good risk management is an outstanding
safety target for all of us in FY 2001!

Col. Greg “Vader” Alston
ACC Chief of Safety
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Halloween fire safety


Take care of your bhuddies.

Everyone is a safety officer.
Awareness of environment.
Manage risks.
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